
STEPS FOR WRITING AN INTRODUCTION PARAGRAPH

Writing an introductory paragraph is easier than it may seem. The key to a successful intro is knowing the components
that go into it. Much like a watch has .

These paragraphs will give the reader a point of entry to and a point of exit from your essay. At this point,
starting with a definition is a bit boring, and will cause your reader to tune out. Starting your essay with a
definition is a good example of one of these conventions. Instead, most people just read the introduction and
results sections in depth, while skimming over the rest of your paper. Good luck! If you are having trouble
with your intro, feel free to write some, or all, of your body paragraphs, and then come back to it. If you had
something more effective to say, you would probably say it, but in the meantime this paragraph is just a place
holder. Pay special attention to your first sentence. For instance, "I want to tell you about the coffee industry"
could be turned into "Let me paint you a picture of the coffee industry. Strategies for writing an effective
introduction Start by thinking about the question or questions you are trying to answer. Start off on the right
foot with your readers by making sure that the first sentence actually says something useful and that it does so
in an interesting and polished way. It is a typical convention to put your thesis as the last sentence of your first
paragraph. Does this introduce my argument, or try to prove it? Try writing your introduction last. You should
always start with a solid focus for your paper, but you can start writing the body of your paper first. Bad
opening line 2: According to dictionary. This kind of introduction generally makes broad, sweeping statements
about the relevance of this topic since the beginning of time, throughout the world, etc. Step 2: Give More
Detail Leading off the topic sentence, you should now tell the reader a little more about the essay. Context and
background most likely belong in your introduction. Restating the question can sometimes be an effective
strategy, but it can be easy to stop at JUST restating the question instead of offering a more specific,
interesting introduction to your paper. Don't stop just yet! If the attention grabber was only a sentence or two,
add one or two more sentences that will lead the reader from your opening to your thesis statement. Five kinds
of less effective introductions 1. Are you writing an essay about Maya Angelou? Perhaps a quotation from a
source reading might prove better? You may reproduce it for non-commercial use if you use the entire handout
and attribute the source: The Writing Center, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. This opening line
cites a credible source and offers readers an arguable statement. Check out this example. A good introduction
is fresh, engaging, and interesting.


