
THE NAMESAKE ESSAY PROMPTS

The Namesake Final Projects/Essays: Choose one of the following questions to answer in a well-organized and
developed paper. Your work.

Analyze the role of names in the text or across cultures. Poor Gogol doesn't seem to have much luck in love.
What minorities are not represented in the novel, and how might the novel be different with a more diverse list
of characters? What if his name had been Anglicized â€” what if he were born Nicholas? Why doesn't he have
a sidekick? Gogol also feels alienated, especially when he realizes that "no one he knows in the world, in
Russia or India or America or anywhere, shares his name. In the last few pages of The Namesake, Gogol
begins to read The Overcoat for the first timeâ€”the book his father gave him, by his "namesake. Do you have
a pet name, or a secret nameâ€”and has that name ever become publicly known? How does Lahiri describe so
well here the difficulties that immigrants who are separated from their loved ones often endure? Are there
other reasons why Gogol and Moushumi's marriage fails? Lahiri explores in several ways the difficulty of
reconciling cross-cultural rituals around death and dying. He remembers that the whole family would see him
off every time he returned to Yale as a college student; "his father would always stand on the platform until
the train was out of sight. Write about a symbol or motif found throughout the novel. Do you have different
names with different people? The theme of alienation appears in Moushumi's life, as she describes to Gogol
how she rejected all the Indian suitors with which her parents tried to set her up. Food has great cultural
importance in Indian families and traditions. The parents of Moushumi and Gogol plan their children's entire
wedding, inviting people neither of them has met and engaging in rituals neither of them understands. Gogol
feels nostalgic when his mother and Sonia come to the train station to see him off. Show in an essay how your
experience as a "foreigner" has been similar to or different from hers. It is "the first time he's been out with a
woman who'd once known him by that other name. He uses Maxine, with whom he lives in New York, as an
escape from his parents and the world they represent.


