
COMMON AP US HISTORY ESSAY PROMPTS

Browse the prompts from past APUSH exams organized by topic! See what exam -style questions look like and practice
your hand at as many as you can!.

So he and his administration just kind of threw a lot of different experimental solutions at the problem to see
what they could do about the Great Depression. He or she will not trust that you have the depth of knowledge
necessary to answer the question! The more challenging part, however, is that it's drawing on your own
personal knowledge of the subject matter. Your first paragraph should always introduce your essay. The first
paragraph of your essay should include your thesis and any other organizational cues you can give your
reader. One thing I notice about this question is that it really doesn't give us much in the way of a specific
timeframe to talk about. History, so the bases of everything you're writing has to be about American society,
but there's nothing saying you can't compare American society to other nations in this time period. Plus I can
remember a lot about the New Deal off the top of my head, so that's gonna give me a lot of extra information
to work with. Stick to the Subject In your essay, giving historical information before or after the time period in
the essay topic will not get you any extra points. Free response, part C: Compare and contrast the programs
and policies designed by reformers of the Progressive era to those designed by reformers of the New jkhkDeal
period. Some like to create an outline of relevant information. You will notice that creativity in language and
structure is not a listed item. Roosevelt's administration to the problems of the Great Depression. How
effective were the responses? Exam Questions and Scoring Information For free-response questions FRQs
from the exam, along with scoring information, check out the table below. However, on the AP exam, time is
of the essence! For instance, you would not want to use the term liberal to describe Thomas Jefferson unless
you were prepared to explain your use of the word liberal in the historical context. This shows the reader that
you really know your stuff. And I think in this context the word conservative doesn't mean politically
conservative or right-leaning, but rather conservative as in the sense of keeping something that existed before.
History exam questions will be structured to fit a five-paragraph essay, while others may need more and others
less. So the modify option is kind of like a both or neither kind of way of looking at things. Free response, part
B: Analyze the impact of the American Revolution of the both slavery and the status of women in the period
from  It will provide the reader with the stops along the way to the final destinationâ€”the conclusion. But the
other thing we know about the New Deal is that in the end it didn't really work. Well, this all right came
crashing down somewhat literally in with the stock market crash. Okay, so our time scope is broad and even
our geography is relatively broad. History exam is designed to test your ability to apply knowledge of history
in a complex, analytic manner. And with the New Deal we often think about this kind of alphabet soup of
agencies. Likewise, you will not be rewarded for constructing a weak six-paragraph response. DBQ: Evaluate
the effectiveness of Progressive Era reformers and the federal government in bringing about reform at the
national level. We can refute and say no the New Deal was radical. Focus your answer on the period between
and  In either case, the reader should be able to tell easily that you are shifting gears into another part of the
essay. So unlike the DBQ where you're analyzing documents and looking at just what's in front of you, here
you're really using your own background understanding of U. You want to make sure that there aren't any sort
of hidden strictures in there that might direct what you are allowed to write about in the prompt and what you
aren't allowed to write about in the prompt. Some questions include texts, images, graphs, or maps. AP readers
look for quality, not quantity. Be sure to review the Chief Reader Report available this fall. This process is
called historiographyâ€” the skills and strategies historians use to analyze and interpret historical evidence to
reach a conclusion. In your answer be sure to analyze the successes and limitation of these efforts in the period
 So it doesn't say talk about whether the New Deal was conservative or radical in the period between and , it
just asks us to say in the grand scheme of things do you think the New Deal was ultimately a conservative or
radical movement. History Exam will continue to have consistent question types, weighting, and scoring
guidelines every year, so you and your students know what to expect on exam day. Roosevelt as if he were
still alive today.


