
THE GREAT PACIFIC GARBAGE PATCH INFORMA

The Great Pacific Garbage Patch is a collection of marine debris in the North Pacific Ocean. Also known as the Pacific
trash vortex, the garbage.

Source: www. In order to also account for the larger, but more rare debris, they also overflew the patch in with
a C Hercules aircraft, equipped with LiDAR sensors. It all starts with gyres. More on this here and in the
pictures below. Affects the Human Foodchain Through a process called bioaccumulation, chemicals in plastics
will enter the body of the animal feeding on the plastic, and as the feeder becomes prey, the chemicals will
pass to the predator â€” making their way up the food web that includes humans. In and the Dutch-based
organization Ocean Cleanup found that the density of the debris in the garbage patch was much greater than
expected and that the plastics absorbed pollutants, making them poisonous to marine life. To prevent marine
debris, we need to understand where it is coming from. This makes it possible to sail through some areas of
the Great Pacific Garbage Patch and see very little to no debris. The Great Pacific Garbage Patch is the best
known of several such zones, others of which exist in the Atlantic and Indian oceans. Animals migrating
through or inhabiting this area are then likely consuming plastic in the patch. One of which is the Albatrosses.
On Our Radar. Plastic microfibers can also be transported in the air and found in household dust e. The
circular motion of the gyre draws debris into this stable center, where it becomes trapped. Conversely, plastics
can also absorb pollutants, such as PCB s, from the seawater. Any way you look at these "peppery soups" of
plastic in the Pacific, none of the debris should be there. Quotable Captain "So on the way back to our home
port in Long Beach, California, we decided to take a shortcut through the gyre, which few seafarers ever cross.
This convergence zone is where warm water from the South Pacific meets up with cooler water from the
Arctic. Trash from the coast of North America takes about six years to reach the Great Pacific Garbage Patch,
while trash from Japan and other Asian countries takes about a year. Cleaning up marine debris is not as easy
as it sounds. Ghost nets can trap or wrap around animals, entangling them. NOAA Marine Debris Program
There are many garbage patches, and by that, we mean that trash congregates to various degrees in numerous
parts of the Pacific and the rest of the ocean. The debris ranges in size, from large abandoned fishing nets to
tiny microplastics , which are plastic pieces smaller than 5mm in size. Garbage patches of varying sizes are
located in each gyre. Because microplastics are smaller than a pencil eraser, they are not immediately
noticeable to the naked eye. The seafloor beneath the Great Pacific Garbage Patch may also be an underwater
trash heap. Net-based surveys are less subjective than direct observations but are limited regarding the area
that can be sampled net apertures 1â€”2 m and ships typically have to slow down to deploy nets, requiring
dedicated ship's time. The gently rolling vortexes of the Eastern and Western Garbage Patches gradually draw
in the bottle. The description was based on research by several Alaska -based researchers in who measured
neustonic plastic in the North Pacific Ocean. It is not uncommon for cargo ships to lose debris in rough seas,
or deliberately dump debris directly into the ocean. Impact on wildlife Plastic has increasingly become a
ubiquitous substance in the ocean. Of those ships, many carried behind them a Manta-trawl; including one
mothership, the ft long Ocean Starr, which was able to carry two 6-meter-wide trawls and a survey balloon.
The amount of debris in the Great Pacific Garbage Patch accumulate s because much of it is not
biodegradable.


