
SILENT FEATURES OF THE BRITISH CONSTITUTION

There are so many qualities or Salient Features of UK Constitution. By far the most important feature of British
constitution is its unwritten.

The term of the other Ministers also depends on the P. Equality before law: Dicey emphasizes on the notion
that government itself is subject to law and that every one, irrespective of rank, whether official or individual,
shall be equally subject to law. There is no judicial review and no authority can declare that the laws made by
Parliament are null and void. Rajya Sabha has equal power with Lok Sabha as far as the amendment of the
Constitution is concerned. There is concentration of polictical power in the parliament. Rajya Sabha has equal
powers with Lok Sabha, as far as an ordinary bill is concerned though, there is provision of a joint session, but
it is an extraordinary device. The real powers of the government rest with the British Cabinet headed by the
Prime Minister. But all these diverse political elements have been beautifully welded together to produce the
final effect of perfect representative democracy. It has lost relevance because of the emergence of the Cabinet.
The British parliament can do everything except making man a woman and vice-versa. Laws should not be
arbitrary. The fourth important source of the British Constitution are the judicial decisions involving the
judgments and interpretations of the British courts which define the scope and limitations of the different
charters, statutes and common law of England. Salient Features Of British Constitution Introduction British
constitution system is the oldest democratic system in the modern world. Indeed, holding of titles like King
etc. Judicial Review in UK Basically the judicial review gives the birth to the concept of ultra vires the rules
beyond the constitutional powers. Hereditary Character of certain institutions: Another distinctive feature of
the British Constitution is the recognition given to the hereditary principle. These include: Representing UK at
home and abroad Settings standards of citizenship and family life Uniting people despite differences
Allegiance of the armed forces Maintaining continuity of British traditions Preserving a Christian morality In
addition, consider the following: Parliamentary system requires two heads: First head, as head of the state.
House of Commons: It consists of members elected by citizens of Britain. It is continually developing.
Although there is devolution, yet all authority flows from the Central Government centred at London.
Generally speaking, the process of development of the British Constitution can be broadly divided into six
main periods, which are discussed below: Anglo-Saxon Period ADAD : The first period to which the growth
of English political institutions could be traced is that of Saxon settlement. During the Plantagenet period, the
powers of the Parliament increased. All powers of the state are concentrated in the hands of a single
government for the whole country. But the unwritten parts far outweigh the written ones. It would be very
precise to call it a child of wisdom and chance. Conservativeness: The British Constitution is a symbol of
Conservativeness. Because Parliament is sovereign, the government can seek to overturn the decisions of the
courts by passing amendment legislation. As a matter of fact, in , Edward II was made to leave the throne.


