
THE SYMBOLISM IN NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE IN YOUNG GOODMAN

BROWN

Symbolism & Allegory in â€œYoung Goodman Brownâ€• by Hawthorne. Literature Study Nathaniel Hawthorne's short
stories are rich in meaning. Understand them.

There is intentionally not a great deal of subtlety in these symbols, as Hawthorne clearly wants them to be
obvious to even the least attentive reader. Brown is stunned when he discovers that even the righteous among
him have given in to temptation at some point. The character Young Goodman Brown is an excellent example
of symbolism being used in a story Young Goodman Brown leaves Faith and ventures into the forest where he
is confronted by the devil. Roberts and Henry E. The themes of sin, guilt, innocence, and lust come forth
through the uses of color symbolism as well as visual clues. This is the first symbol Hawthorne uses
throughout the story as a test of who is innocent at this present time and who is not just as they did during the
witch trials Setting the tone: Peaceful and relaxing B. Perhaps the most interesting examples of symbolism
include the title character, Young Goodman Brown, as well as his wife, Faith, and the woods that Young
Goodman Brown enters on his journey. Irony: Even though the mood is relaxing, there is a premonition of
something bad to come C. Where this agreement usually ends, however, is on the question of whether
Hawthorne is implying that man is inherently evil. Before exploring these intriguing depths, I will describe
Hawthorne's use of striking symbols to illustrate the story's more superficial meaning. Welcome again, to the
communion of your race". It can be construed further as the journey into sin and darkness. It is also certain
that Hawthorne's interpretation of Brown's "mid-life. It is sunset as he sets off, and the evening will get
steadily darker up until the climactic scene of the story, just as the light of God steadily fades from Brown's
heart. She calls for him to remain with her, but Brown is determined to go his own way. He wanders away into
the woods, whose dark, tangled ways and poor visibility represent the loneliness and confusion of the Godless
life. Young Goodman Brown â€” This too is a hammer over the head symbol. As he matured, Hawthorne
discovered that his seemingly pious family was disturbingly flawed, a discovery that would radically change
his life. A thoughtful reading of the story, however, particularly the rather melancholy last few paragraphs,
reveals deeper shades of meaning and irony than one might initially expect. By sending him a false vision of
the many good people around him engaged in a terrible ritual, he plants the seeds of suspicion and doubt in the
young man's mind. Welcome again, to the communion of your race". Where this agreement usually ends,
however, is on the question of whether Hawthorne is implying that man is inherently evil. Young Goodman
Brown differs from a morality play insomuch that although he chooses the right eventually, he is not rewarded
for it. Ending: The ending is implied IV. What is certain is that he lives and dies in pain because his belief in
his righteousness isolates him from his community. Evil must be your only happiness. What point is
Hawthorne making here? Yet the last three paragraphs end the story on a note of ambiguous melancholy, for
Brown returns to his village a bitter, fearful man who is forevermore suspicious of the religious purity of those
around him. There he meets the devil, whose identity is communicated to the reader through the snakelike
staff he carries. The devil urges him onward, however, telling him "We are but a little way in the forest, yet" ,
and convincing him that there will still be the opportunity to turn back after hearing the devil out. Setting the
tone: Peaceful and relaxing B. Set in New England during the Puritan era, the protagonist, Goodman Brown,
goes for a walk in the woods one night and meets the devil who tells him. Alone again, Brown looks up to
heaven to pray, but soon finds his view obscured by a black cloud which seems to contain the voices of many
sinners. I know of no documented evidence regarding the author's thoughts or possible guilt over the activities
of his ancestors, but Goodman Brown certainly has reason to feel a certain amount of familial shame for
events of the past.


