
CONTINUITY VS DISCONTINUITY IN DEVELOPMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY

Continuity vs. Discontinuity. Normative development is typically viewed as a continual and cumulative process. The
continuity view says that change is gradual.

Indeed, if different explanations are, in fact, invoked, they may involve statements that constitute either
quantitatively or qualitatively altered processes. Hence, if at time 1 we can be represented by 10 oranges and
at time 2 we can be represented by a motorcycle, we cannot reduce our time 2 motorcycle status to our time 1
orange status. To take another example, before puberty a person may be characterized as being in part
composed of several drivesâ€”for example, a hunger drive, a thirst drive, a drive to avoid pain, and perhaps a
curiosity drive. Hence, qualitative changes are by their very nature discontinuous. Thus, we are concerned
with whether or not a new quality has come to characterize an organism, whether something new has emerged
in development. However, more of this qualitatively invariant phenomenon may exist at time 2 e.
Descriptively, quantitative changes involve differences in how much or how many of something exists.
Developmental psychologists study a wide range of theoretical areas, such as biological, social, emotion, and
cognitive processes. The occurrence of an abrupt change is quantitative discontinuity. For example, a feature
of personality e. Rutter, M. Historical Origins Developmental psychology as a discipline did not exist until
after the industrial revolution when the need for an educated workforce led to the social construction of
childhood as a distinct stage in a person's life. He weighed pounds when he was measured at 8, 9, 10, 11, and
12; but he weighed pounds when he was measured at  The presence of an intermediate step between what
exists at time 1 and the new quality that emerges at time 2 would suggest that the new quality at time 2 could
be reduced through reference to the intermediate step. These are changes in what exists rather than in how
much of something exists. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press. However, Werner explained the
superordinate conceptual importance of the qualitative-quantitative dimension of change. However, the
emergence of developmental psychology as a specific discipline can be traced back to when Wilhelm Preyer a
German physiologist published a book entitled The Mind of the Child. In regard to continuity and
discontinuity, descriptions or explanations of development can involve quantitative or qualitative changes.
Human Development, 15, 1â€” Synthesizing nature-nurture: Prenatal roots of instinctive behavior. Since we
have just seen that an emergent change is defined in terms of its developmental irreducibility to what went
before, it is clear that gappiness must also be a characteristic of any emergence. Not all psychologists,
however, agree that development is a continuous process. How do nature and nurture interact? Developmental
Questions Continuity vs. Table shows Piaget's stages of cognitive development, and Table outlines Levinson's
stages of passage from age 17 to 65 and over. This document and the following documents in this series will
present child development as though it happens in stages. Nurture When trying to explain development, it is
important to consider the relative contribution of both nature and nurture. Intellectual evolution from
adolescence to adulthood. With gradual quantitative changes, the rate of change stays the sameâ€”is
continuousâ€” from one measurement time to the next. This is quantitative continuity. Concepts and theories
of human development 3rd. For example, in adolescence, quantitative changes occur in such areas as height
and weight since there is an adolescent growth spurt, and these changes are often interpreted as resulting from
quantitative increases in the production of growth-stimulating hormones.


