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AN OVERVIEW OF THE PRACTICE OF WITCHCRAFT IN INDIA INTRODUCTION 'Witchcraft,' 'Black Magic' and
'Sorcery' are prevalent since ancient times.

His goal is to empower his disciples. In this respect reports of court proceedings are not fully appropriate as
source material. Patti Wigington is a pagan author, educator, and licensed clergy. Although Wicca itself was
founded by Gardner, he based it upon old traditions. But who were witches? Sloane highly recommended the
book The Gnostic Religion, and sections of it were sometimes read at ceremonies. They are believed to
possess powers that can cure people from their illness at the same time they also have power to harm others.
My opinion is that in trials for witchcraft at the beginning of the modern period the influence of the shamanist
tradition was slight, although some features of shamanism survived till later among the Lapps and also the
Finns. Rather, Lucifer in this context is seen as one of many morning stars, a symbol of enlightenment, [93]
independence and human progression. I have reached some peculiar results in analyzing the financial
resources of accused persons. The likely reason is that the theory of the witches' Sabbath was not taken as a
guideline for inquiry. In old Swedish town and country laws witchcraft signified only malevolent magic
maleficium : In judicial procedure no distinction was made regarding the form of magic by which harm had
been caused: malevolence was followed by judgment. This argument was elaborated by Stanley Jeyaraja
Tambiah, exploring a similarity in human beliefs about the power of words and concepts of magical power.
Frazer suggested that primitive magic beliefs assumed a sympathetic link between unconnected objects, which
could take the form of homeopathic magic magic of similarity or contagious magic magic of touch. It can be
acquired also by worshiping Kali which is a ferocious and fearless deity. The life of village communities
changed rapidly in the 17th century. After the ceremony, Baba and his disciples feel empowered. They use
plants, herbs, hairs, and pieces of cloth, nails, spittle to cast their spell and indulge in destructive activities.
The witch hunts did not prosecute, let alone execute, millions; they were not a conspiracy by males, priests,
judges, doctors, or inquisitors against members of an old religion or any other real group. In Viipuri Karelia 88
persons were accused in 63 trials for witchcraft and magic. Only one woman is known to have been accused in
connection with midwifery. Throughout most of Western history, periodic panics or allegations of satanic
practices have erupted, often with roots in social tensions similar to those associated with witchcraft
accusations. Bowie , â€”12 contrasts the structuralâ€”functional approach with alternative interpretations,
including Robert Brain's study of child witches among the Bangwa of Cameroon. While Malinowski agreed
with earlier theorists that magic and religion were separate spheresâ€”magic having to do with private,
utilitarian needs; religion with public and institutional needsâ€”he argued that magic and religion ultimately
served the same functions. In Finland lower courts seem to have kept calm as a rule. As a rule legal
proceedings followed the established judicial practice of the time and were by no means on an arbitrary basis.
In European witch-hunts in the early modern period at least two of three accused persons were women. Long
before the period of witch hunts it appears that the shamanist witch culture had vanished or given birth to a
new tradition of soothsaying. At the level of verbal description the beliefs held and the trials conducted were
shown in their main features, and the life and status of those accused were examined Chapters III-VII. Yet this
stereotype has a long history and has constituted for many cultures a viable explanation of evil in the world.
The change in judicial practice and the new tales of witchcraft did not destroy popular beliefs, however. Once
a charge was convincingly presented, suspicions of witchcraft became a fashionable explanation of
misfortune, and a trial was likely in itself to produce new trials. Magic, he argued, was a wrong association of
ideas Seymour-Smith  The most highly regarded and influential explanation of magic as a distinct way of
thinking comes from E. In addition witchcraft could be used as means of achieving an end. A further influence
here may have been provided by examples from abroad and by public discussion of witchcraft in European
countries, but I have not been able to prove this. In keeping with the paradigms of the times, anthropologists of
the nineteenth and early twentieth century viewed magic in an evolutionary framework, as a characteristic of
early stages of cultural development or human progress. For others, Witchcraft is considered a religion , in
addition to a select group of practices and beliefs. These traits are usually not to be found in witchcraft as this
is more a system of belief in supernatural or mystical power than actual practice, as already noted above. A
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summary of this material is likely to appear shortly. It appears that the special features of legal proceedings
against witchcraft and magic were affected by utterly practical factors, not so much by well-known shamanism
in the power of men or by the mythical lewdness of women. On the other hand a change has been stressed
which occurred in state and judicial administration and in religious policy at the beginning of modern history
in the 16th and 17th centuries; this resulted in measures of control and supervision which were better
organized, purposeful and with greater reserves of power. In some cases, the witch is not a person but a
substance or supernumerary organ inside a person's body.


