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Wide Sargasso Sea study guide contains a biography of Jean Rhys, literature major themes, characters, and a full
summary and analysis.

Then one day Rochester receives a letter from a man who calls himself Daniel Cosway and insists that he is
Antoinette's illegitimate half-brother. After their house was destroyed and her young brother died in the fire
set by the blacks, her mother was crazy. She accepts, and the two wed in spite of the malicious gossip of the
servants and local islanders. Like in a looking glass". She lived in England and France for the rest of her life.
Violent and frenzied, Antoinette draws a knife on her stepbrother, Richard Mason, when he visits her. After
reading this letter, the man begins to detect signs of Antoinette's insanity. Antoinette seems to have little sense
of who or where she is at this point. Finally, she dreams that she escapes from her room and sets fire to the
entire house. Rhys's work expresses the challenge of dealing with this new, and perhaps more dangerous,
repression, signaled in Wide Sargasso Sea by new uses of style, voice, and narrative structure. Pierre's death
devastates Annette, who goes mad with grief. I loved it because I had nothing else to love, but it is as
indifferent as this God you call on so often. Religion, like love, is unfamiliar and beyond her comprehension.
It is ideology and norms about femininity which are oppressive, and therefore so much more difficult for
Antoinette to rise against or even to confront. Nature is a sort of utopia which Antoinette created for herself in
the absence of an attentive mother, she describes the safety she finds in the garden at Coulibri: When I was
safely home I sat close to the old wall at the end of the garden. As a young girl, Antoinette lives at Coulibri
Estate with her widowed mother, Annette, her sickly younger brother, Pierre, and gossiping servants who
seem particularly attuned to their employers' misfortune and social disrepute. During this time Antoinette is
largely alone; her mother is confined to the home of a care-taking couple, her aunt returns to England, and her
stepfather travels frequently and visits rarely. One night, she wakes from this dream and feels she must act on
it. Mason believes in God, like Rochester, while Coulibri burns he "stop[s] swearing and began to pray in a
loud pious voice. Yet he feels that he is the one that has been deceived and lied to about Antoinette's bad
blood. The dream also "reveals Antoinette's fears of what marriage will be: she will be entrapped, violated,
despoiled, and exploited like a colonized possession"  Rochester briefly considers the latter, but changes his
mind when Christophine suggests that eventually Antoinette might find marital felicity with someone else.


