
AN ANALYSIS OF THE TOPIC OF THE ARISTOTLE AND THE ASPECT OF

JUSTICE

Aristotle says justice consists in what is lawful and fair, with fairness involving equitable . Socrates is then made to
criticize this theory by analyzing what sort of superiority all of these with justice, and they do seem to represent
legitimate aspects of the virtue. This is an in-depth contemporary exploration of the topic.

It is controversial whether he also holds that self-interest should always be our fundamental motivation, which
is ethical egoism. They were so focused on the ways in which people are unequal, that they could not
appreciate any fundamental moral equality that might provide a platform for natural human rights. Whether
that is or is not the case in specific circumstances becomes a judgment call. Children, as developing but
dependent persons, have a right to support and care from their parents; but, in turn, they owe their parents
obedience while under their authority. This theory would prove extremely influential, in that Kant will take
issue with it, while utilitarians like Mill will build on its flexibility. What we consider voluntary actions are
simply those we perform in which the will plays a significant causal role, human freedom amounting to
nothing more exalted than the absence of external restraints. While it may be attractive to allow for exceptions
to the rules, this also creates a kind of instability. Justice rather requires inequality for people who are unequal.
But, beyond this, Socrates rejects the exploitation model of leadership, which sees political superiors as
properly exploiting inferiors Thrasymachus uses the example of a shepherd fattening up and protecting his
flock of sheep for his own selfish gain , substituting a service model in its place his example is of the good
medical doctor, who practices his craft primarily for the welfare of patients. Boudouris ed. Thus the criminal
forfeits the right to freedom and can become a legitimate prisoner of the state. Rackham, H. For Hobbes,
practicing justice is required by enlightened self-interest. The answer is that, of course, we can because justice
is the health of the soul. Here again the Christian belief that all humans are personal creatures of a loving God
is vitiated by an insufficient commitment to the implications of that, regarding socio-political equality, so that
only some humans are fully respected as free, rational agents. Education Burnyeat, Myles F. Even though
different states, in the absence of international law, are in a natural condition of a state of war, as Hobbes
thought, he was wrong to think that, in that state, anything rightly goes and that there is no justice. Still, if we
are as selfishly motivated by our own desires as Hobbes maintains, why should we not break our word and
voluntarily commit injustice, if doing so is likely to pay off for us and we imagine we might get away with it
remember the problem posed by Glaucon with the story of the ring of Gyges? Strictly speaking, the virtue of
justice always concerns interpersonal relations, so that it is only metaphorically that we can speak of a person
being just to himself. What, for example, of the Christian virtue of love or the secular virtue of benevolence?
Cooper, John M. Natural justice must always take precedence over the contingent agreements of our human
conventions. The second law of nature maintains that, in order to achieve peace with others, we must be
willing to give up our right to harm them, so long as they agree to reciprocate by renouncing their right to
harm us. This included such important post-Aristotelians as the enormously influential Roman eclectic Cicero,
such prominent Stoics as Marcus Aurelius a Roman emperor and Epictetus a Greek slave of the Romans , and
neo-Platonists like Plotinus. The ten commandments of the Old Testament Exodus are prescriptions regarding
how the righteous are to relate to God as well as to one another. Polemarchus may reflect the cultural
influence of the Sophists, in specifying that it depends on whether people are our friends, deserving good from
us, or foes, deserving harm. Hume is important here because of a convergence of several factors. The laws of
justice, extrinsically derived, presumably involve serving the good of others, the demands of nature, which are
internal, serving self-interest. It was the custom notice the distinction, used here, between custom and nature in
antiquity to make slaves of conquered enemies who become prisoners of war. A genuinely just society must be
based on Christian love, its peaceful order established by the following of two basic rulesâ€”that people harm
nobody and that they should try to help everyone to the extent that they can do so City, pp. The strategy hinges
on the idea that the state is like the individual writ largeâ€”each comprising three main parts such that it is
crucial how they are interrelatedâ€”and that analyzing justice on the large scale will facilitate our doing so on
the smaller one. Likewise, in Gorgias, Plato has Callicles espouse the view that, whatever conventions might
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seem to dictate, natural justice dictates that superior people should rule over and derive greater benefits than
inferior people, that society artificially levels people because of a bias in favor of equality. Thus, for instance,
those who are equally citizens are not necessarily equal in political virtue, and those who are financially richer
are not necessarily morally or mentally superior. But the most significant Sophist statement regarding justice
arguably comes from Antiphon, who employs the characteristic distinction between custom nomos and nature
physis with devastating effect. These are prudence substituted for wisdom , fortitude or courage, temperance,
and justice. Second, like Hobbes, he associates it fundamentally with human passions rather than with reason.
The naturalistic worldview of the sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries that eventuated in an empirical and
experimental non-dogmatic methodology in both natural and political science set an example for philosophers.
Susemihl, Franz, and R. Mulgan, Richard G. While this is a very valuable application of his theory of justice,
this doctrine of the just war standing the test of time to this very day, the general theory on which it is based is
more problematic.


