
A LITERARY ANALYSIS OF THE ELM SPEAKS BY SYLVIA PLATH

Plath's complex and ambiguous use of symbolism renders 'Elm', but a monologue in which the elm tree does not always
speak directly to the.

While seemingly jarring in a stanza centered around sounds and their perceptions, it makes a perfect transition
line for the next stanza which focuses on sights rather than sounds. To protect the anonymity of contributors,
we've removed their names and personal information from the essays. Through all of this her husband Ted
Hughes abused her both mentally and physically, driving her deeper into her depression. Assonance is
effectively used here to heighten the sense of hurt and abandonment. She uses words such as fear, madness,
poisons, arsenic,. Posted by. The cry flaps out, so it's reasonable to assume she's speaking of a bird. Plath
personifies the elm tree to create a surreal scene. I know it with my great tap root: It is what you fear. Line two
clarifies a little by continuing on with a sense of sound. The example essays in Kibin's library were written by
real students for real classes. If you isolate the first half of the first line you get This stanza is one of the most
color oriented of the poem. Reading example essays works the same way! The line illustrates Sylvia's
powerful capacity for convergence, beginning with the word Till which is used as a contraction of until, while
simultaneously adding nuance to the line by invoking till as in till the soil. What is this, this face So murderous
in its strangle of branches? The continuation of the moons trajectory necessitates that the Elm release her.
When they can't keep a lid on their suffering they're compelled to voice vulnerability, weakness, and other
pain that day to day society urges them to keep repressed. In the fourteen stanza poem written only one year
before her suicide, a bitter Plath cries out with pain. Stanza I; line two: It is what you fear. Sylvia Plath was a
member of the "confessional" feminist poets. There's a problem with this paper. What makes you cringe? The
poem is extremely rich in metaphorical language from beginning to end. However, we are left with the
impression that more knowledge must be borne, that more suffering must yet be undergone. Intimating that the
Elm has known things and doesn't fear what they are any more, as opposed to the reader who does not. An
object not even worth getting agitated over. These two words will alter the voice of the Elm for the rest of the
poem. The elm addresses the poet on the subjects of fear, love and suffering. I am incapable of more
knowledge.


