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Both incidents are notable for the hubris and hypocrisy on the part of the US, as well as the pyrrhic nature of
their victories. Yet his solution to this appalling ratio was not as radical as other such schemes in Latin
America. As one Biblical prophet forewarned, "They sow the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind. I
stumbled upon this epic reading of the overthrow of Guatemala's democratically elected Arbenz government
while at Seminary in  Jim Handy mined the archives of Guatemala's Agrarian Reform Institute to produce a
sophisticated analysis of Arbenz's agrarian reform. How in the world could a banana company pull off such a
political feat? Guatemala is an unusually clear and uncomplicated example of this. By the assassination
campaigns against centrist and leftist politicians that continue to this day began in earnest, and the
Government's opponents had become far more radical and violent than any Washington confronted in  The
basic story--of how the CIA found a ""liberator"" in Castillo Armas and, mostly through propaganda,
intimidated Arbenz into resigning--stands unaltered. According to historian John H. He allowed Communists
to participate in his Government, and he secured passage of a far-reaching agrarian reform program. Citation:
Douglass Sullivan-Gonzalez. He also reassigned a portion of responsibility to the Guatemalan military, which
ultimately betrayed Arbenz and allowed Colonel Carlos Castillo Armas to march unopposed into Guatemala
City. Kinzer have produced an account that lives up to their book's subtitle, ''The Untold Story of the
American Coup in Guatemala. If the reader is seeking a dry and monotonous academic account, they will
certainly not find it here as the history is brilliantly retold in a page-turning and dramatic fashion. Coatsworth,
who wrote the introduction to this expanded edition, "this new information tends to confirm rather than alter
Bitter Fruit's account of Paul J. He expropriated only uncultivated land, and he and his foreign minister ceded
some of their own property to the agrarian reform program. The civil war in the country only ended in , and
the country is still largely suffering from the meddling of the United States through today. But the takeover of
unused portions of plantations owned by the United Fruit Company drew more attention in Washington. As
the book's final chapter shows, the 40 years following the coup offered neither stability nor democracy.
Arbenz to flee the National Palace for the Mexican Embassy next door, the American Ambassador, John
Peurifoy, personally assumed the job of installing Castillo Armas against the wishes of a number of competing
contenders. Cullather's history, published originally and exclusively within the CIA, was released along with
over 1, documents to the National Archives in  By Stephen Schlesinger and Stephen Kinzer. As good books
do, Schlesinger's and Kinzer's analysis provoked more thoughtful questions. Afterword by Piero Gleijeses. For
any other proposed use, contact the Reviews editorial staff at hbooks mail. American officials derided
complaints from European allies that the United States might be overstating the case. The plot included
parachuting dummies into the countryside to convince peasants that Castillo Armas's army amounted to more
than the motley band of mercenaries and disgruntled exiles that it did. Intervention by any means necessary.
By Stephen Schlesinger and Stephen Kinzer. There are certainly a number of colorful characters on both the
United States and Guatemala side of things that eventually brought these events to a head. Though the events
in ''Bitter Fruit'' happened almost 28 years ago, there is an intriguing similarity to some of the phrase-making
of the State Department in Central America today. Foreword by Richard A. Schlesinger and Kinzer concluded,
however, that the declassified documents revealed nothing that would compel them to alter their narrative. As
Guatemala's largest private landowner and biggest employer, UFCO exercised enormous clout and its
legendary leaders utilized almost every method available to ensure its economic success. Dosal, however,
builds a solid analysis on new evidence from the Department of Justice. When the assault persuaded Mr.


