
FIRST WORLD WAR

World War I also known as the First World War or the Great War, was a global war originating in Europe that lasted from
28 July to 11 November 

Over five million British soldiers spent time living in these muddy, miserable ditches, taking it in turns to be
on the Front Line â€” the trench closest to the enemy. This offensive was initially successful, but failed to
score a decisive victory and exhausted the last of the German reserves. Battlecruisers, ships with huge guns,
launched a surprise attack on 16 December â€” people were killed and injured that night alone. By July , the
great powers of Europe were divided into two coalitions: the Triple Entente â€”consisting of France , Russia ,
and Britain â€”and the Triple Alliance of Germany , Austria-Hungary , and Italy the Triple Alliance was only
defensive in nature, allowing Italy to stay out of the war until April , when it join the Allied Powers after its
relations with Austria-Hungary deteriorated. The two nations most affected were Germany and France, each of
which sent some 80 percent of their male populations between the ages of 15 and 49 into battle. In the night of
August 3â€”4 German forces invaded Belgium. The war and its immediate aftermath sparked numerous
revolutions and uprisings. Visit Website The assassination of Franz Ferdinand set off a rapidly escalating
chain of events: Austria-Hungary , like many countries around the world, blamed the Serbian government for
the attack and hoped to use the incident as justification for settling the question of Serbian nationalism once
and for all. Incredibly, nine out of ten men survived! Mind you, in , conscription came in â€” a rule that said
ALL healthy men aged 18 â€” 41 had to fight. Trained American forces would not begin arriving at the front
in large numbers until mid, but ultimately the American Expeditionary Force would reach some two million
troops. On 4 August , Germany invaded Belgium, and so, standing by its promise to stick up for Belgium,
Britain declared war on Germany. Italy had confirmed the Triple Alliance on December 7, , but could now
propound formal arguments for disregarding it: first, Italy was not obliged to support its allies in a war of
aggression; second, the original treaty of had stated expressly that the alliance was not against England. The
next day Germany sent troops into Luxembourg and demanded from Belgium free passage for German troops
across its neutral territory. Germany sunk four more U. Despite the Turkish victory at Gallipoli, later defeats
by invading forces and an Arab revolt had combined to destroy the Ottoman economy and devastate its land,
and the Turks signed a treaty with the Allies in late October  By the winter of , the opposing sides had both
dug long ditches called trenches which faced each other, in some places just 30m apart! What did you make of
our World War 1 facts? There were threats from the sea, too. The Allied troops checked the German advance
and mounted a successful counterattack, driving the Germans back to north of the Aisne River. In fact, it was
the huge boom of big guns, called artillery, being fired on the Western Front. They grew the food that kept
people alive! The war was welcomed either patriotically, as a defensive one imposed by national necessity, or
idealistically, as one for upholding right against might, the sanctity of treaties, and international morality.
Thanks for watching! A network of interlocking alliances enlarged the crisis from a bilateral issue in the
Balkans to one involving most of Europe. This allowed the transfer of large numbers of German troops from
the East to the Western Front, resulting in the German March Offensive. In the latter poem, McCrae writes
from the perspective of the fallen soldiers: To you from failing hands we throw The torch; be yours to hold it
high. However, despite the conclusive Allied victory and the creation of the League of Nations during the
Peace Conference, intended to prevent future wars , a second world war would follow just over twenty years
later. British-led forces also combated the Ottoman Turks in Egypt and Mesopotamia , while in northern Italy,
Austrian and Italian troops faced off in a series of 12 battles along the Isonzo River, located at the border
between the two nations.


