
PERSUADING ACHILLES TO FIGHT ARGUMENTS MADE BY ODYSSEUS

PHOINIX AND AIAS

In trying to persuade Achilleus to rejoin the fighting, who makes the most compelling Odysseus? Phoinix? Aias? The
messengers found Achilleus in his camp, And to make his argument sound even better, Odysseus gives Achilleus a list.

Diomedes speaks out against that plan, saying that he and his co-commander Sthenalus will fight, if needs be,
alone. The great warrior has made up his mind to take the second option. I understood this passage as another
reminder of how egregious the injustice that was done to Achilleus, and the fact that proud and boastful
Agamemnon had to admit his wrong doings makes it very evident how strongly virtue and honor is held in the
ancient culture in the Iliad. It is favor he takes care to remember, praying to her and giving offerings to her in
gratitude for her help. Without this armor Achilles would not have been able to return to battle. She is the only
goddess allowed to attend personally to the battlefield because of Zeus, and her presence says much about
Homer's understanding of war. To protect the anonymity of contributors, we've removed their names and
personal information from the essays. Then he tells a long story about his own origins and connection to
Achilleus. Hector smashes through the gates of the fortifications with a boulder, and, at his cries of
encouragement, his men swarm over and through the wall. For those of you who have read Shakespeare's
Hamlet , this might remind you of Hamlet 's excuse to Laertes for driving his sister Ophelia to suicide. Then
he recites Agamemnon's offer word-for-word. Then he turns to more practical matters, saying they should
serve the men dinner. It was Dionysus who was responsible for her release by intoxicating Hephaestus and
carrying him back to Mount Olympus. Most importantly, he tells them about Rhesus, chieftain of the
Thracians. When they reach the Thracian encampment, Diomedes kills the sleeping men. Agamemnon agrees
that it was madness that made him insult their greatest warrior, and prepares an offer for Achilles.
Agamemnon kills warrior after warrior, including two of Antenor's sons. When she was seated in the throne
she became imprisoned by it. Anyway, Meleagros's fellow citizens tried their darndest to get him to help them,
even offering him lots of treasure if he did. Odysseus praises Athena, lifting Dolon's armor and weapons and
offering them to her. Phoenix urges Achilles not to make a similar mistake. The need for Nestor and Odysseus
to mediate sets the stage for Achilleus justified speech to deny the war. It is the Achaeans who do away with
these niceties, bringing the war to a new pitch of ferocity. Paris, who was more concerned with love than the
Trojan War, broke the agreement and the Achaeans attacked Troy with full force. He also sends along the two
heralds, Eurybates and Odios. These repeated requests also show that the Trojans are accustomed to a gentler
form of warfare. We see Agamemnon's initiative in bringing together the chieftains, and we also see Odysseus'
cunning in action. And that has to do with the personal grievances towards each other, that has to do with
pride an honor of the king of kings that must not be subjected to the pride and will of one warrior even if he is
favored by the immortals, and that of the strongest warrior that feels he deserves more glory than a king. He
says that he will not start fighting until Hektor and the Trojans start burning his very own ships. Eurypylus
tries to defend him, but is wounded. When he runs into the wounded Eurypylus, he cannot help but tend to
Eurypylus' wounds himself, postponing his meeting with Achilles. He thought the power of love could save
him from the strength and bravery of the deadly Achaeans. The rest of the gods must watch from afar,
forbidden to interfere by Zeus. Phoenix's story about Meleager foreshadows what will happen to Achilles, and
parallels Achilles current situation. The thing is, Meleagros wouldn't help out his fellow citizens. It eludes to
us the worth of the entire world is not equal to the honor one must fight to have.


