
NUMBERING POINTS IN AN ESSAY

If you wish to number the items in a list within a sentence, use parentheses and omit the .. Use bullet points to preface
each item in your list.

In comparison to in-sentence lists, vertical lists are much more attractive. If you want to write complete
sentences, stick with a paragraph or a numbered list. All the other lists types pesented here are "vertical" lists
in that they format the items vertically rather than in paragraph format. Indent the items farther than normal
paragraph indentations -- 10 spaces from the left margin. Use formal kinds of bullets for your academic paper.
As with all persuasive writing, turn dry factual information into interesting reading any time you can. If you
are in a numbered list and need a sublist, use lowercase letters, to contrast with the numbers. Example: Gatsby
was within and without, experiencing his world in a morphed kind of way. Use simple vertical lists when the
list items do not need to be emphasized and are listed vertically merely for ease of reading. Although, there are
no special guidelines, simply be coherent. For example, if you have two areas of text that present steps for
doing a task, both should use the same list formatâ€”in this case, numbered lists. They create curiosity and
work like headlines to prompt a purchase or other action. Use similar types of lists consistently in similar text
in the same document. Example of a vertical list with run-in headings. Now you can input the first entry in
your list, using the enter key to form a new bullet each time. Conclusion We are delightfully at the end of our
article, having explored how to list things in an essay. Either start list items flush left or indent them no more
than half an inch. Brevity has been a hallmark of good writing since writing began, but every one of us living
in the Twitter era possesses an acute awareness of just how important brevity is right now. Type the number
followed by a period; do not use parentheses on the number. Here are several recommendations. Experiment
with other lengths. Persuasion, by Jane Austen Use a colon to set off the list. Use sentence-style capitalization
on list items. Make list items parallel in phrasing. In-Text Citations of Lists Including a direct quote to your
composition. For a long time, Modern Language Association MLA has been popularized for classrooms and
lecture halls as a standard procedure with magazine and newspaper publishers and lecturers alike. The most
common are: Mixing-up lists with numbers and bullets Different caps styles in the lists Wrong or unnecessary
punctuation Inconsistency when using different types of lists in the same paper Long lists of many units which
can be united Failure to provide a good introductory sentence Peculiarities of the MLA lists According to
MLA recommendations, you should not use lists containing numbers in your text. Otherwise, there seem to be
no widely agreed-upon guidelinesâ€”just be consistent! Whenever you include the author's name within the
body of your paper, the standard thing to do would only be to include the page number. Simple vertical lists
Use these guidelines for simple vertical lists: Introduce the list with a lead-in phrase or clause the lead-in need
not be a complete sentence; the list items can complete the grammar started by the lead-in. In these cases, it
may be necessary to include lists within your research, but this is contrary to MLA scholarly standards.


