
WRITING A HOLOGRAPHIC WILL IN TEXAS

Texas will recognize a handwritten or â€œholographicâ€• will. witness to validate them and they can be written on
basically anything, including the fender of a tractor!.

These fights are not only costly and time-consuming, but they have the effect of tearing families apart. It is not
wise to take the cheap path when planning your estate, but if you have no other choice a Holographic Will
should be looked at as a last resort to ensure your possessions reach the destination you wish. If the court finds
the will to be invalid, then the property must be distributed in accord with intestate succession. Attorney Mark
A. That means that someone can challenge the validity of your will on legal grounds. When the provisions are
unclear, they open up opportunities for the family to fight over the correct interpretation of the provisions. The
Will cannot be signed outside the presence of the witnesses, and the witnesses cannot sign the Will outside the
presence of each other. Each state and country has different rules about what constitutes a valid will. There
are, of course, basic requirements for accepting a holographic will at face value. These difficulties are easily
avoided by the execution of a proper Will drafted by an attorney. Likewise, when language contained in the
Will is unclear, the various members of the family must solicit testimony from friends, family, and others who
knew the Testator. For obvious reasons, those with major assets do tend to take a more formal approach to the
drafting of a will. The Will must have Testamentary Disposition specifically states who gets what. If desired,
you may include your own personal statements as to why you prefer to leave specific bequests to one party,
rather than another. This may help to establish your mental soundness. Additionally, the Holographic Will
does not have to be attested to by two witnesses such as in the case of another Will. Give us a call at or contact
us online , and we can help you draft a legally valid will that will withstand the legal process and enforce your
wishes after you pass. In addition to the handwriting requirement, the Will must be signed by the Testator, and
it must be dated. These defects may be as obvious as having another person write a portion of the Will, or they
could be less obvious mistakes related to unclear wording or intentions. The Will must be signed by the
Testator. So a will valid in one jurisdiction may not be valid in another. The date should appear at the top of
the Will and suggested format is as follows: I, write your full name, of write your city, state and county, write
this Holographic Will with the intent of setting forth my wishes for the disposition of my estate after my death.
Our experienced will contest attorneys can help. Holographic Will can be tricky, and if it is not done properly
the entire estate could pass Intestate, which means the State and not you decide where you property goes after
your death. Because most Testators do not understand what is required to make a valid Will, the Will may
have defects. It is important that any time a Will is witnessed, the witnesses must actually see the Testator sign
the Will, and the witnesses must sign the Will in the presence of the Testator and each other. After completing
and signing the Will, to help ensure the validity of the Will, you may seal the document in an envelope, place
tape over the seal and send it to yourself by certified mail. However, exceptions are given to holographic wills
or wills that were written by hand. If they do not match, then the Will is not valid. In the event that there is
literally no one to whom the estate can pass, the property would go into escheat, meaning the state would get
your property. In those last remaining minutes, they scrawl something on a napkin, or a handy sheet of paper,
to ensure that their assets make it to the right people when they pass. Two of these include a failure to comply
with guidelines and requirements for legitimate wills.


