
THE IMPACT OF THE MAGNA CARTA AND THE AMERICAN

CONSTITUTION BY KING JOHN OF ENGLAND

England's Magna Carta enshrined fundamental rights and liberties in The Magna Carta, or Great Charter, was sealed in
, by King John I.

In general colonial legislation, which is an important feature of the working of early American
self-government, was subjected to imperial control by reason of the requirement that colonial Acts must
receive the assent of the Crown acting through the royal governors and the executive authorities in England.
With John out of the way, the conflict gradually ceased. The Road to Runnymede Soon after returning to
English soil in October , King John resumed his demand for money from the rebellious barons. Whether or not
Blackstone and Coke were merely using these arguments to further reforms, or they believed that they were
advancing arguments based on the history of the Magna Carta, they did sway others that certain rights were
established by the document. We, holding these aforesaid gifts and grants to be right and welcome, conceed
and confirm them for ourselves and our heirs and by the terms of the present letters renew them, wishing and
granting for ourselves and our heirs that the aforesaid charter is to be firmly and inviably observed in all and
each of its articles in perpetuity, including any articles contained in the same charter which by chance have not
to date been observed. There is to be a single measure for wine throughout our realm, and a single measure for
ale, and a single measure for Corn, that is to say the London quarter, and a single breadth for dyed cloth,
russets, and haberjects, that is to say two yards within the lists. Royal charters were held by the colonists to be
solemn compacts between the King and themselves; and these solemn compacts constituted the earliest written
constitutions of the colonies. In addition to this, the French king, who did not appreciate Henry occupying
such a strong position and possessing so much French land, made holding on to the French lands into a
never-ending process. In early Massachusetts the struggle for written laws, as opposed to the exercise of wide
discretionary powers on the part of the executive and judicature, finally resulted in the enactment of the
famous Body of Liberties. In support of their contention they then proceeded to trace their rights as
Englishmen not only to the English legislation of the Stuart and Tudor periods, but also to the English
Constitution in the time of Edward I and Henry III, and even to Magna Carta itself. In feudalism, the barons
were the army. At one point Richard was captured by his enemies and held for ransom a common practice in
feudal Europe. If anyone dies holding of any escheat such as the honour of Wallingford, Boulogne,
Nottingham, Lancaster or of other escheats which are in our hands and which are baronies, his heir is not to
give any other relief or render any other service to us that would not have been rendered to the baron if the
barony were still held by a baron, and we shall hold such things in the same way as the baron held them, nor,
on account of such a barony or escheat, are we to have the escheat or custody of any of our men unless the
man who held the barony or the escheat held elsewhere from us in chief. John decided to stall for time; he
would give the barons an answer later in the spring. But, through the Body of Libertiesâ€”and possibly other
colonial Actsâ€”certain provisions of Magna Carta were taken up into Massachusetts law. As the Magna Carta
was reissued over the years it became an assurance of good faith, that the king would respect certain rights
contained therein, and, in return, he could expect loyalty from his subjects. Unaligned were about barons plus
a group of church leaders headed by the ever-present Archbishop Stephen Langton. The Common Council had
to approve the amount of money that vassals had to pay instead of having to serve in the military called
scutage along with any aid that could be requested from them with only three exceptions, but in all cases, the
aid had to be reasonable. No demesne cart belonging to any churchman or knight or any other lady sic is to be
taken by our bailiffs, nor will we or our bailiffs or anyone else take someone else's timber for a castle or any
other of our business save by the will of he to whom the timber belongs. The goal of this charter was force
specific policy changes on John as well as to place some more general limits on the monarchy and guarantee
certain rights that John was obligated to protect. Moreover we grant to them for us and our heirs that neither
we nor our heirs will seek anything by which the liberties contained in this charter might be infringed or
damaged, and should anything be obtained from anyone against this it is to count for nothing and to be held as
nothing. John remained in England full time and in unscrupulous nature of his character were fully exposed to
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the barons. Their legal system, avowedly based on the Law of God, contained many English features, but only,
in case they had been expressly adopted by the colonial authorities, were they viewed as binding. It has been
impossible to examine the court records, many of them still in manuscript, from this point of view; but it may
be supposed that their careful study would disclose many cases where the courts applied the colonial Magna
Cartaâ€”if one may be allowed the termâ€”just as they applied in general the principles of the colonial
Common Law. Clauses 58 and 59 dealt with the return of hostages to Wales and Scotland respectively. In the
First Congress, ten of the twentynine Senators and seventeen of the sixty-five Representatives were lawyers.
On the other hand, the colonial legislatures introduced into their laws and codes many new features especially
adapted to local conditions. The document itself was originally written in Latin. Applied in England only as
guards against executive usurpation and tyranny, here they have become bulwarks also against arbitrary
legislation; but, in that application, as it would be incongruous to measure and restrict them to the ancient
customary English law, they must be held to guarantee, not particular forms of procedure, but the very
substance of individual rights of life, liberty and property. If the King wanted to call the Common Council, he
had to give the barons, church officials, landowners, sheriffs, and bailiffs 40 days notice that included a stated
purpose for why it was being called. In America powers of Parliament, unquestionably legal in character, were
forcibly repudiated. The barons charged that King John had defaulted on his agreement with them and they
were justified in removing him from the throne. Thus, for example, it provides for taxation by the legislature
only, for the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus, for trial by jury in criminal cases, for the prohibition of
bills of attainder, ex-post facto laws, laws impairing the obligation of contracts, and laws imposing religious
tests. If, however, the heir of such a person is under age, his lord is not to have custody of him and his land
until he has taken homage from the heir, and after such an heir has been in custody, when he comes of age,
namely at twenty-one years old, he is to have his inheritance without relief and without fine, saving that if,
whilst under age, he is made a knight, his land will nonetheless remain in the custody of his lords until the
aforesaid term. In Federalist No. Under feudal law, a liege lord had the right to call upon his vassals to provide
knights or money during times of war.


