
THESIS OF LINCOLNS FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS

Lincoln's First Inaugural Address: Summary & Analysis - Video Jul 9, Abraham Lincoln became president at a time when
the United States looked sure .

We are not enemies, but friends. However, in his address Lincoln did the opposite. Abraham Lincoln became
president at a time when the United States looked sure to split apart over the issue of slavery. Summary[ edit ]
Lincoln opened his speech by first indicating that he would not touch on "those matters of administration
about which there is no special anxiety or excitement. As States continue to secede the nation is becoming less
perfect because the vital element of perpetuity is lost. First Inaugural address , Monday, March 4,  The foreign
slave trade would be revived, angering the anti-slave states, and those states would ultimately refuse to return
slaves who escape  Recognizing the nation needed a determined leader to guide them into prosperity, Lincoln
devised his plan for success. All of the States must share the same nation, the same land, and that is not going
to change. He assured the rebellious states that the Federal government would never initiate any conflict with
them, and indicated his own conviction that "touched" once more by "the better angels of our nature," the
"mystic chords of memory" North and South would "yet swell the chorus of the Union. Twenty times he used
the word "Union. The states in the south were fearful that Lincoln, who openly discouraged slavery, would
establish anti-slavery laws and equality for all citizens, including blacks. It was known that Abraham Lincoln
supported the Northern, anti-slave states but in this Address he focuses on trying to persuade them that
secession is not the answer, and ttempts to do so without further alienating them. You have no oath registered
in Heaven to destroy the government, while I shall have the most solemn one to "preserve, protect and defend"
it. Seven of the southern states had already seceded from the Union and were beginning to refer to themselves
as the Confederates. He added that even if the Constitution were to be construed as a simple contract, it could
not be legally rescinded without an agreement between all parties, meaning all of the states, North and South.
This is not an issue that can be easily solved but the separation of the Union will make things much worse off
than they were before. We are not, we must not be aliens or enemies but fellow countrymen and brethren" to
"I am loath to close. The Inaugural Address of U. Since the Union established under the Articles was explicitly
perpetual in name and text, thus the Union under the Constitution was equally perpetual. This amendment
would have formally protected slavery in those states in which it already existed, and assured to each state the
right to establish or repudiate it. Lincoln asks the audience to consider the seriousness of Secession, and
assures the South that no action will be taken against them unprovoked. Lincoln is eloquent in his language,
but directly addresses and acknowledges the difficulties facing the nation and more immediately, his
administration. You can have no conflict, without being yourselves the aggressors. That balance of power is
what makes the political system in the United States so successful and Lincoln really attempts to respect that.
Lincoln's intention was that no statement of his specific policy toward the South should be made available
before he had taken office. He indicated his willingness to enforce the Fugitive Slave Act , so long as free
blacks could be protected from being kidnapped and illegally sold into slavery through its misuse. At one stop,
Robert mistakenly handed the bag to a hotel clerk, who deposited it behind his desk with several others.
Lincoln states that there is not any time when any right plainly written in the Constitution has been denied. He
accepted his presidential duties knowing that he was working with a nation that no longer remained united. As
the southern states continued to remove themselves from the Union, Lincoln feared they were attempting to
disrupt the order of things in the nation. If a minority chooses to secede from the majority rather than attempt
to comply they are setting themselves up for disaster. States are legally bound to remain a part of the Union,
and those who attempt to work against the national authority are insurrectionary  We must not be enemies.
Lincoln speaks firmly and eloquently, both of his desire to maintain the Union and his distaste for violence
and secession. In doing so this analysis will encompass the period between the birth of the nation beginning
with the. It helped prepare me for the research paper and become better at analyzing rhetoric. The Constitution
ensures that all of the fundamental rights of individuals are covered so there should never be and questions
concerning them. The Union of States is considered to be perpetual. Lincoln's intention was that no statement
of his specific policy toward the South should be made available before he had taken office.


