
AN EXAMINATION OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT AND THE CHURCH

Acceptance and approval of capital punishment within the Catholic Church has varied . However, according to Cardinal
Ratzinger (later Pope Benedict XVI), the assessment of the contemporary situation advanced by John Paul II is not.

Characteristic of this approach is an emphasis on the sanctity of human life, and the responsibility on both a
personal and social level to protect and preserve life from " womb to tomb " conception to natural death. The
New Testament, particularly the Sermon on the Mount, might seem more problematic, but the authors show
that these counsels are intended to guide the individual Christian, who is called to a life of charity, and not the
state, which is instituted to defend justice in society. Moral Order Restored. Thus, society can appropriately
protect and punish without having to rely on execution. The state's preference for the use of the death penalty
permits elected officials to ignore the real causes of crime-such as poverty, lack of opportunity for education
and employment, broken homes, substance abuse, and the availability of weapons. Although Luther's partial
rejection of capital punishment is not the same as a broad rejection of capital punishment today, it was
controversial even at the time because this had previously been a freely debated idea and had not resulted in
charges of heresy. His opening chapter detailed the prolonged execution, through quartering, of the would-be
regicide Robert Damiens in  Without a sense of justice, we cannot recognize the need for proportionate
retribution; worse, this then obscures how charity is a perfection of natural justice by isolating the redemptive
from the creative order. Pennsylvania long ago accepted this principle; state law provides life imprisonment as
the only alternative sentence available in a death penalty case. Also, it is argued that Matthew 13, "Suffer both
the weeds and the wheat to grow until the harvest. The second part of this section will thematically explore the
existing body of work focused upon the long-term developments in capital punishment and execution practices
in England and Continental Europe. Certainly the State may execute convicted criminals. We believe such a
comprehensive examination, conducted in a fair and balanced manner, will benefit both opponents and
supporters of the death penalty by providing a better understanding of the issues involved. Catechism of the
Catholic Church,  Furthermore, in some cases the judges were asked to send their trial reports and give their
opinion on whether the condemned deserved to be extended the Royal mercy. As already noted, St. Therefore,
it is in no way contrary to the commandment, 'Thou shalt not kill' to wage war at God's bidding, or for the
representatives of public authority to put criminals to death, according to the law, that is, the will of the most
just reason from The City of God, Book 1, Chapter 21 Augustine felt that the death penalty was a means of
deterring the wicked and protecting the innocent. In fact, when the death penalty is applied, people are killed
not for current acts of aggression, but for offences committed in the past. In addition, various works have
demonstrated that this period was one of transition in terms of the theatre of the gallows and the carrying out
of the public execution. At the dawn of a new millennium, Church teaching calls all people to grow in respect
for human life and to express this respect by abolishing the death penalty as the state's most severe
punishment. Since many question whether execution can ever be proportionate, the analysis begins with a
litany of horrific accounts of the forty-three people executed in ; this is not easy reading, but it illustrates the
depravity of those who are sentenced to death. Certainly the crime had to be very serious, and the welfare of
society was at stake. Punishment, then, exists for the sake of restoring that natural order of justice if it has
been broken by some crime. The main Justiciary Court records used here are the minute books of the High
Court and the three circuits. It is apparent that the condemned suffered the more prolonged execution and their
point of death was unclear as the bodies were left on the wheel for a whole day. Respect for life applies to all,
even the perpetrators of terrible acts. On the contrary, the New Testament not only recognizes the right of the
State to exercise authority in the name of God, but enjoins obedience to the State in applying the laws of God
to its citizens. They would then leave a list of offenders to be pardoned at the end of the assizes. These
competing claims have caused a great deal of uncertainty within the Catholic Church about the possibility of
capital punishment, for the divergent impulses of justice and charity appear to pull the believer in opposite
directions. We cannot overcome crime by simply executing criminals, nor can we restore the lives of the
innocent by ending the lives of those convicted of their murders. Therefore, we believe that the primary
response to these situations should not be the use of the death penalty but should instead be the promotion of
needed reform of the criminal justice system so that society is more effectively protected. So, it seems that
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charity is more important than justice. Although the Murder Act stipulated that executions should be carried
out on the day after sentencing, unless this happened to fall on a Sunday in which case the execution would
happen the following Monday, it did not repeal the clause in the act.


