
THOTH GOD OF WRITING AND WISDOM

Thoth is the Egyptian god of writing, magic, wisdom, and the moon. He was one of the most important gods of ancient
Egypt alternately said to be self-created or born of the seed of Horus from the forehead of Set. The ibis was a sacred
bird in ancient Egypt as well as a popular pet.

Both the ibis and the baboon were considered sacred to Thoth. The Egyptians also loved Thoth as a trickster
god. Scholar Richard H. Thoth in Baboon Form Thoth statues in the Louvre. In the all-important Weighing of
the Heart ritual shown in Egyptian tombs, where the deceased was brought before Osiris and the Hall of
Judges to prove himself worthy of the afterlife, the dead man had to declare all his good deeds and proclaim
himself innocent of sin. There were secret halls containing historical records which had been kept for
thousands of years including forty-two sacred writings of Thoth 42 Books of Thoth encapsulating all the
training and knowledge of Egyptian priests and scribes and described the instructions for achieving
immortality. As the record keeper of the gods, Thoth also kept account of the days of human beings. The facts
about Thoth provides a list detailing fascinating additional info to increase your knowledge about Thoth in
Egyptian Mythology. The University of Cairo features Thoth on his throne as their logo and statuary of the
god remains one of the most popular and recognizable, after images of King Tutankhamun , Queen Nefertiti ,
and the goddess Bastet , in the modern world. There's variant spellings, but they all feature this ibis-hieroglyph
striding across a horizontal arm atop a flagpole. The Egyptians also noticed that people and things from a few
centuries ago were quickly forgotten and essentially disappeared, unless there was a record of them. Thoth
was the son of Re, but he also represented the injured eye of the falcon-headed sky god, Horus, whose sound
eye was Re. For the Egyptians, words were the stuff of creation itself. His association with the mysterious
elements of astrology and astronomy resulted in his position as the god of magic. The Egyptians worshiped the
sun as Re, the King of the Gods and source of all life, so they thought the baboons were doing the same thing.
Leonard H. They further claimed he was the true author of every work of every branch of knowledge, human
and divine. Without organized record-keeping, they would never have been able to use Egypt's resources so
efficiently and redistribute grain to everybody during the lean seasons. Thoth, the Hermes of Egypt. The
Egyptians are fond of visual puns, so you will sometimes see statues of an ibis facing a little figure of Ma'at.
Geraldine Pinch writes: Thoth, the "excellent of understanding", observed and wrote down everything that
happened and reported it to Ra every morning. Ibises were reared specifically for sacrificial purposes and
millions of dead ibis were mummified and buried in honor of Thoth.


