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Reflection 2 2 pages Identifying your community service project objectives a. Instead of providing a
foundation in the liberal arts, many two-year schools became job-training centers, churning out teachers,
nurses, police officers, pilots and even dentists. And that gap is projected to grow as automation transforms the
U. Even in states with field- or major-specific pathways, four-year institutions need to develop
program-specific transfer guides to help students and their advisers understand requirements unique to their
programs. Assignment 4 3 pages a. In calling for the kind of serious, systemic rethinking that directly and
unflinchingly accepts the challenge of improving undergraduate higher education, we are asking for four
things; taken together, they demand, and would catalyze, a profound, needed, and overdue cultural change in
our colleges and universities. Culture -- in higher education, and in our society -- is at the heart of the matter.
Degrees have become deliverables because we are no longer willing to make students work hard against high
standards to earn them. In Texas, Austin Community College recently redesigned an old shopping mall to
become a high-tech learning lab with more than computer stations. A weak educational culture creates all the
wrong opportunities. Minimal student effort is rewarded with inflated grades. It has become possible -- even
likely -- to survive academically, be retained in school, get passing grades and graduate with a baccalaureate
despite long-term patterns of alcohol and other substance abuse that are known to damage the formation of
new memories and reduce both the capacity and the readiness to learn. And attempts to address the issue at the
state level, while doing some good, may have unintended negative consequences. We mean the progressive
reduction in academic, intellectual, and behavioral expectations that has undermined the culture, learning
conditions, and civility of so many campus communities. Bio Richard P. Most associate degrees feature
credits and take semesters to graduate. The resulting waste of time and money -- not to mention lost human
potential -- represents one of the biggest challenges to student success U. As a society we allow -- in fact,
condone -- institutional policies, practices, and systems in higher education that, taken together, make good
teaching a heroic act performed by truly dedicated faculty members, rather than the universal expectation and
norm across campuses. Other schools have found success with more creative approaches. Sunser, Guest
essayists Published p. Premajor requirements for different programs of study vary, and the same major at two
different four-year colleges can have different program designs, course requirements and levels of academic
rigor. Similarly, we allow the most regressive features of undergraduate culture to undermine the motivation
and desire for intellectual growth of many good students; in many ways, being a serious student is also a
heroic act. A touchstone and a clear conceptual framework link our advocacy for change to a powerful set of
ideas, commitments, and principles against which to test current policies, practices, and proposals for reform.
Moreover, in many majors, it is essential for students to begin their major-related courses as soon as possible
if they are to have any hope of graduating in four years.


