
ARISTOTLES VIEW ON WAR AND CITY TO CITY RELATIONS IN THE

BOOK POLITICS

The Purpose of the City; How the City Comes Into Being; Man, the Political Animal was much influenced by Aristotle's
teaching, which is uniformly critical of war and as they are necessary to complete one version of Aristotle's view of
politics. .. He compares the individual's relationship with the city to the relationship of a.

Here Aristotle is introducing another important idea which he will develop later: the idea that the people living
under a regime, including the women and children, must be taught to believe in the principles that underlie
that regime. The relation between politics and knowledge, the meaning of justice as a virtue, the value of the
military courage which all Greek cities prized in their citizens, all seem to have been central topics of Socratic
conversation. Tyranny and the Rule of Law Plato and Aristotle both developed important ideas about
government and politics. While most people today would not agree that nature has a plan for individual human
beings, a particular community, or humanity as a whole although many people would ascribe such a plan to a
god or gods , Aristotle believes that nature does indeed have such a plan, and human beings have unique
attributes that when properly used make it possible for us to fulfill that plan. How does or should the law of a
particular city relate to the natural law? Structure[ edit ] Aristotle's Politics is divided into eight books which
are each further divided into chapters. In this system, heavy bodies in steady fall indeed travel faster than light
ones whether friction is ignored, or not [48] , and they do fall more slowly in a denser medium. These
questions structure the broad debate about the meaning and trajectory of Platonic political philosophy for an
overview, compare Klosko to Schofield  Remember that polity is one of the correct regimes, and it occurs
when the many rule in the interest of the political community as a whole. Such are the modes of subsistence
which prevail among those whose industry springs up of itself, and whose food is not acquired by exchange
and retail trade- there is the shepherd, the husbandman, the brigand, the fisherman, the hunter. Aristotle
identifies the three kinds of relationships that make up the household: master-slave; husband-wife; and
parent-child. And so, in the arrangement of the family, a slave is a living possession, and property a number of
such instruments; and the servant is himself an instrument which takes precedence of all other instruments.
The warrior and ruling classes live in barracks, eat together, and share possessions. There is also more a
specific kind of chance, which Aristotle names "luck", that only applies to people's moral choices. Americans
had overthrown what they considered a tyrannous British government. In Athenian democracy, all male
citizens directly participated in making laws and deciding jury trials. One general point that Aristotle makes
when considering existing regimes is that when considering whether a particular piece of legislation is good or
not, it must be compared not only to the best possible set of arrangements but also the set of arrangements that
actually prevails in the city. The Politics, Book IV a. Instead, cities will be made up of people who are similar
and equal, which leads to problems of its own. For Aristotle, there is more to citizenship than living in a
particular place or sharing in economic activity or being ruled under the same laws. For Discussion 1. The
worst were those without the rule of law. In a tyrannical government, the ruler becomes corrupt and uses his
power to further his own interests instead of working for the common good. One set of reasons has to do with
the text itself and the transmission of the text from Aristotle's time to ours. These included, for example, a
genre of rhetorical letters addressed to rulers, and the important analysis of Greek and Roman constitutional
change by the second-century Greek historian Polybius Hahm  Unfortunately Aristotle has very little to say
about what women's virtues look like, how they are to be achieved, or how women should be educated.
Senack, Christine M. He spent two years observing and describing the zoology of Lesbos and the surrounding
seas, including in particular the Pyrrha lagoon in the centre of Lesbos. Challenges of the Texts Any honest
attempt to summarize and describe Aristotle's political philosophy must include an acknowledgment that there
is no consensus on many of the most important aspects of that philosophy. To be a truly effective, because
wholly unified, agent, one must be just, moderate, courageous and wise. Although it is not widely known,
there are still large numbers of people held in slavery throughout the world at the beginning of the 21st
century. He wrote about meteorology, biology, physics, poetry, logic, rhetoric, and politics and ethics, among
other subjects. As depicted by Plato, the search for such definitions led invariably to a concern with
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knowledge of how best to live, as not only one of the conventional virtues in the form of wisdom but also as
underpinning, even constituting, them all. The origin of the dispute, and what makes the views invade each
other's territory, is as follows: in some sense virtue, when furnished with means, has actually the greatest
power of exercising force; and as superior power is only found where there is superior excellence of some
kind, power seems to imply virtue, and the dispute to be simply one about justice for it is due to one party
identifying justice with goodwill while the other identifies it with the mere rule of the stronger. Aristotle says
that both groups - the oligarchs and democrats â€” offer judgments about this, but neither of them gets it right,
because "the judgment concerns themselves, and most people are bad judges concerning their own things" a In
Chapter 8 of Book I Aristotle says that since we have been talking about household possessions such as slaves
we might as well continue this discussion. Secondly, husbandry, which may be either tillage or planting, and
the keeping of bees and of fish, or fowl, or of any animals which may be useful to man. And this term interest,
which means the birth of money from money, is applied to the breeding of money because the offspring
resembles the parent. These will not always be the cheapest or most widely available translations, but it is
important to get one of them, from a library if need be. They must take turns, ruling and being ruled in turn.
And this is an ongoing decision. Aristotle also in Book III argues for a principle that has become one of the
bedrock principles of liberal democracy: we ought, to the extent possible, allow the law to rule. Do you agree
with it?


