
LETTERS ABOUT LITERATURE WINNING ESSAYS FOR CONTESTS

The Letters About Literature program, sponsored by the Library of Congress, concluded Information about past winners
of the competition is available below .

The Letters About Literature contest for young readers is made possible by a generous grant from the Dollar
General Literacy Foundation , with additional support from gifts to the Center for the Book in the Library of
Congress, which promotes the contest through its affiliate Centers for the Book, state libraries and other
organizations. Allowing students time to read and discuss literature can never be underestimated. The euphoria
and excitement that comes over the kids who are lucky enough to have the author respond is heart-warming.
Students are asked to read a book, poem or speech and write to the author living or dead about how the book
affected them personally. There will be three Levels of Competition: Level I for grades Level II for grades
Level III for grades Students select a fiction or non-fiction book, short story, poem, essay, or speech not
including song lyrics that they have read and about which they have strong feelings. The contest is
administered through local public library summer reading programs, and top winners are honored at the
Library of Congress National Book Festival in September in Washington, DC. I know this is due to the
wonderful opportunity you provide â€” a chance to write to their favorite author. This type of contest certainly
fosters that love of reading. Just this past year, a student of mine received a personal letter, an autographed
book, and other items of appreciation from the author he wrote to. No other assignment would have been quite
so helpful for revealing and honoring her feelings. River of Words is an international poetry and art contest for
youth on the theme of Watersheds. Entries must NOT include a return address on the letter. She was thrilled to
be recognized and has been an inspiration to other students. I appreciate that Letters About Literature
recognizes, promotes, and fosters the importance of literature by getting students to write to authors. The
contest is open to any child in the world, years of age. If you are in grades , you are eligible to enter the Letters
About Literature reading and writing contest. Deadlines The deadline for Maryland entries to the online
submission platform is January 11,  Tens of thousands of students from across the country enter Letters About
Literature each year. Her own family was in the process of this same event. We appreciate the genuine interest
they have in our students! This contest gives students the opportunity to really think about how a piece has
impacted them.


